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DIRECTORS’ REPORT. 


T ° “* »/ “* «*»» W ««»,,» Union Railroad 

Company: 

Gentlemen :— 


With this, our Seventh Annual Report, we submit the reports of 
John Van Nortwick, Chief Engineer, and Wm. M. Larrabee, Secretary, 
of this Company, together with tabular statements showing the business’ 
of the operating department To these statements you are referred for 
detailed information in the several departments. 

The mam line of your road to Freeport, 121 miles, was all in opera¬ 
tion on the first day of September last. The Beloit Branch was opened 
for business on the 14th of November; 45 miles of the Dixon and Iowa 
Central Route was laid in January last, but was not in a condition to be 
fully opened for business until about the 1st of May. 


$890,042 88 


The receipts of the road the past year, including 
^ 433 75 on hand May 1st, 1853, were 
The expense of operating the road for the 

same time was - - - . $359,199 04 

I he amount of dividends declared 1st Aug. 
and 1st Feb. was - 353,154 68 

10,994 76—723,348 48 


ana 1st reb. was 
Interest account, <fcc., 


Leaving balance 1st May, of - - . $175,694 40 

The General Assembly, on the application of the Directors, have 
amended the Charter of the Company, so as to authorize the Company 
to increase its capital stock to a sum not exceeding five millions of dol¬ 
lars, and to extend the Dixon and Central Iowa Route to Dixon, and, if 
they should deem it expedient, to the Mississippi river; or, to unite or 
consolidate with any other road on that route. Under this provision the' 
Company are now constructing and will extend their road to Dixon, 23 
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miles, and they have made a lease and agreement with the Mississippi 
and Rock River Junction Railroad Company by which a continuous and 
complete line of railroad will be made and operated, under the control 

and management of this company, from Chicago to the Mississippi river at 

Fulton, a distance of 135 miles. By the terms of this lease that company 
are to prepare the road-way for the superstructure and this company are 
to complete, stock, operate and manage it in perpetuity, paying that 
company seven per cent, per annum, semi-annually, on the expenditures 
made by them. The work and expenditures to be done by said com¬ 
pany are placed under the supervision of John Van Nortwick, Esq. as 
President and Engineer of that company. 

That portion of the Illinois Central Railroad which forms the con¬ 
tinuation of vour main line from Freeport to Galena and Dubuque is 
completed to Warren, 25 miles beyond Freeport, and is now operated by 
this company. 

It is expected that the remainder of that road will be completed du¬ 
ring the ensuing autumn, when this company will derive the full benefit 
of a through line to the Mississippi river in the direction of Northern 
Iowa and Minnesota. 

A permanent contract has been made for business connections by this 
and the Illinois Central Railroad Company with the Mineral Point Rail¬ 
road Company. This road connects with the Illinois Central road 24 
miles West of Freeport and extends to Mineral Point, a distance of 32 
miles. It is in a good state of progress. 

A contract of like character has been made between this Company 
and the Beloit and Madison Railroad Company, extending from Beloit 
to Madison. Twenty miles of this road will soon be laid and opened 
for business, leaving 28 miles to be done to complete the road to Madi- 
son. 

A similar contract has also been made with the Fox River Valley 
Railroad Company which connects with this road at Elgin and extends 
to the State line, a distance of about 33 miles. This road will be 
opened for business the present fall. At the State line this road con¬ 
nects with the Central Wisconsin road, leading North westerly through 
1 hat State, a portion of which is also in progress. 

The favorable routes and location of your road and branches, (as may 
be seen by reference to the accompanying map); the business connec¬ 
tions with roads before referred to, together with the arrangements pre¬ 
viously made with the Chicago and Auiora Railroad Company, with its 
connections with the Illinois Central Railroad extending South, and 
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the Central Military Tract and Northern Cross Railroads, extending to 
Burlington and Quincy to the Southwest, will fully justify the Directors 
in saying that your road is now in a position where it can be but little 
affected by the construction of any competing lines of road, and that 
the stockholders can rely upon good and satisfactory returns for their 
investments. 

By order of the Board of Directors. 

JOHN B. TURNER, President 

Chicago, June 7th, 1854. 

















CII18F ENGINEER’S REFORT. 


To the Board of Directors of the Galena and Chicago Uniori 

Railroad Company: 

Gentlemen :— 

The following statement will show the general progress and condition 
and the expenditure made in the construction and equipment of your 
road to May 1st, 1834 : 

MAIN LINE FROM CHICAGO TO FREEPORT, 121 MILES. 

The work on the 3d and last division of the main line was so far 
completed that the road was opened to Freeport on the 1st day of Sep¬ 
tember last. The ten miles of strap rail remaining on the 1st division 
at the date of iny last report has been taken up and T rail been sub¬ 
stituted. The ballasting, buildings and fencing are nearly completed. 
Some additional buildings and sidings have been and are being provided 
to meet the increased demands of business, beyond what was provided 
for in original estimates. 

The large increase of business that will be thrown upon the Eastern 
portion of your road on the completion of your own and connecting 
lines of roads, will render an additional track from Chicago, West 16 
miles, to Cottage Hill indispensable in the course of the present season. 
This will require an expenditure of about #240,000. 

BELOIT BRANCH, 21 MILES. 

The work on this branch was so far advanced that on the 14th day of 
November the road was opened for business. The ballasting, station 
buildings and fencing; are well advanced and will soon be completed 

DIXON AND CENTRAL IOWA ROUTE. 

The grading on 45 miles of this line was so far done that the track 
was laid over the whole previous to the 10th of January last. Some 
work remains to be done in placing st^ne culvert: and bridge:, where 
B 
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temporal^ structures were used, owing to want of proper materials in the 
vicinity of the work; also, in enlarging some of the excavations and 
embankments. Some progress has been made in the ballasting, fencing 
and the erection of station buildings. The graduation of the remaining 
23 miles to Dixon, authorized to be constructed by the recent amend¬ 
ment to your charter, has been placed under contract and is in good pro¬ 
gress. It is expected this work will be done and the track laid so that 
the road may be opened to Dixon by tire let of September. The cost 
of the 23 miles including the completion of the above 45 miles now in 
operation is estimated at 8525,000. 

FROM DIXON TO FULTON ON THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER, 
37 MILES. 

The lease and agreement made with the Mississippi and Rock River 
Junctic* Railroad Company provides that this road shall be prepared for 
the superstructure by said company, and this company are to complete 
and stock it and operate it in perpetuity. The recent failure of the con¬ 
tractors on a part of it has delayed the work for a short time. Arrange¬ 
ments have been made for its immediate prosecution, and it will be car¬ 
ried forward to completion the present season. By this arrangement a 
continuous and complete line of road will be made, under the control 
and management of this company, to the Mississippi river at Fulton, a 
distance of 135 miles from Chicago. The means to be provided for the 
completion of this road is estimated at $600,000. 

DEPOT GROUNDS, BUILDINGS, SHOPS, <fcc. IN CHICAGO. 

Considerable aiditions have been and are being made to the station 
grounds and buildings in Chicago. A freight house 75x340 feet and 
two stories in height, and a freight and grain building 60x250 feet have 
been put under contract, and will be completed as early as practicable 
the present season. The estimated cost of grounds, buildings and works 
to be provided at Chicago, the present season, is $250,000. 

EQUIPMENT OF ROAD. 

The equipment ot the road now consists of 30 Locomotive Engines, 
34 Passenger and Baggage Care, 307 House Freight, 96 Platform 
Freight Care and 132 Gravel and Hand Care; 9 Locomotive Engines 
and about 125 Passenger and Freight Care will be added to the above 
by September next. The additional expenditures for equipment the 
present season will be at least $200,000. 
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AMOUNT OF EXPENDITURES. 

In construction of main line, 121 miles, including about two miles of 
Branch at Elgin, - - $2,030,494 31 

“ “ Beloit Branch, 21 miles, - - 379,767 99 

“ Dixon and Central Iowa Route, G8 miles, 797,633 10 
lor station grounds, buildings, shops, (fee., at Cliieago, 339,307 11 
In equipment of road, - 596,553 07 


$4,143,656 24 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN VAN NORTWICK, Chief Engineer. 

June 7th, 1854. 










SECRETARY’S REPOUT 


Office of the Galena. & Chicago Union R. R. Co. ) 
Chicago, June 7th, 185 -}. \ 

To the Board of Directors of the Guhnti and Chicago Union 
Railroad Company: 

Gentlemen :— 

Herewith I submit statements showing the affairs of this company to 
the lstof May last. 

Verv respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. M. LARRA.BKK, Secretary 
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A. 

Statement of Capital Stock. 
26,851 Shares, amount paid i:i, 

1,862 “ old subscription, 

22 “ forfeited stock, 


$2,680,195 41 
1,862 00 
110 00 


$2,682,167 


41 


B. 

Statement of Income Account. 

Surplus May 1, 1853, per last report, $93 433 75 

Gross earnings for the year ending April 30, 1844, 799*013 88 

Interest on deposits and other incidental receipts, 6,595 25 


Debits. 


$899,042 88 


Operating expenses for the year, $359,199 04 

Dividend No. 8, Aug. 1, 1853, 153,039 48 

Dividend No. 9, Feb. 1 , 1854, 200,115 20 

Interest on bonds, stocks, <fec. chargeable to 
operating department, 10,994 76 $723,248 48 


Surplus earnings May 1, 1854, 


$175,694 40 


Comparative Statement of Earning* from Map 1st, 1850, to April 
ZOlk, 1854. 





Net Earnings. 

.Miles operated. 

Net Earnin' 

rs per mile. 

May 

1st, 

1851, 

78,781 54 

42 

1,875 

7o 

May 

1st, 

1352, 

123,948 88 

62 

1,999 

18 

Mav 

1st, 

1853, 

1 286,151 82 1 

90 | 

3,179 

46 

Mav 

1st, 

1354, 

439,814 S4 

130 

3,383 

19 
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EXPENSES. 

Locomotive service, .$28 738 

Train do-.16,706 

Station do. - - - . . . 82 811 

Locomotive repairs, . 16 865 

Car do -. 26,659 

Track do.. 63)464 

Buildings do.. 2 132 

Fuel ».- - 71,468 

Oil and waste,.. 3 ^g 

Printing and Stationery,. 3 570 

Loss and damage, - g g^ 

Taxea >.is’625 

Incidentals,. . 


17 

87 

28 

95 

85 

15 

21 

81 

22 

99 

27 

15 

52 


Total, 


$359,199 04 








GH'fS WESTWARD—QUANTITIES AND WEIGHT 






































































































































